Pectus excavatum.
Pectus excavatum is a congenital chest wall defect that can cause a marked cosmetic defect with attendant psychologic trauma and limitations of peak physical performance. Close observation of pectus excavatum is indicated, because this condition may improve or even disappear without treatment in some patients. However, in appropriate patients, timely surgical repair can give good cosmetic results and improve cardiorespiratory function, providing both physical and psychologic benefits.